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Chapter 1: 
The Chosen Children 























AZUMINLL 

Why DON’T 

YOU SWIM 
/? 


WE'VE 
COME TOA 
POINT WHERE 





ANYWAY, DON’T 
YOU THINK THAT 





| TRIED TO ASK 
YAEMON-SAMA FROM 
SHIMOTANI VILLAGE!! 
AND...HE TOLD Mel! 





nd w_ sor 
IFIRM UNDRESS es 
12 HIM, ve TIME, 


CONI 
V 

















ey, MTEL THey Don't 

F ALL LOOK BOTHER 

s AT ME WITH = ME IN 
DIFFERENT THE 

EYES... PAST, 





AZUMI, YOUR 
HAIR COLOR 

IS BROWNISH 

COMPARED TO 










YAEMON-SAMA SAID 
THAT...MAYBE YOU 
HAVE FOREIGNER 
BLOOD IN YOU. 


| DON’T KNOW ANY 
MORE THAN THAT TOO... 
BUT IT’S SOMETHING 
YOU DON’T HAVE TO 
WORRY, YOU KNOW!! 








THAT AT LAST....THE 

TIME TO JOURNEY IN 

THE OUTSIDE WORLD 
WILL BE SOON... 


SOMEHOW... 
VM EXciTeD!! 


‘STIMULATING THAT 
| CAN'T SLEEP 
AT NIGHT!! 


GRAMPA SAID THAT 
WITH WHAT WE HAVE 
LEARNED UP UNTIL 


WE SHOULD 
BE ABLE TO 
BE GREATLY 
SUCCESSFUL 
WHEN WE GO IN 
THE OUTSIDE 





AHI! We 
HAVE TO 
GATHERI! 





FAR THAT OF THE 
WARRIORS IN THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD. 


Wie ae 
Ma 





THE TIME HAS 

COME FOR YOU 

TO CARRY OUT 
MISSIONS!! 


WILL GO...IN 
THE OUTSIDE 
WORLD THAT 

YOU'VE NEVER 
SEEN EVEN 
ONCE UNTIL 
NOW, AND WILL 
USE YOUR 
BUJUTSU... 











YOU MUST 
PASS THROUGH 








ow 


SY smcapnaecnein 


THINKING 
TO NOT FIGHT 


THE PERSONS 
WHO WILL FAIL 
AND DIE IN THIS 
BATTLE, ARE 
PERSONS WHO 
DIDN'T HAVE 
FROM THE 
BEGINNING 
THE QUALITIES 
TO CARRY OUT 
THE MISSIONS 


THE VICTORS, 
AFTER HAVING 
BEEN SURE TO 
GIVE THE FINAL 
BLOW TO THEIR 
OPPONENTS, 
MUST COME TO 
THE HOUSE 
WHERE I’LL BE 
WAITING! 











DON'T | DON’T EVEN 
WANT WANT TO 
KILL YOU, 





TO GO CARRY 
OUT MISSIONS 
FROM NOW ON, 
HAVE PAINFULLY 


PRACTICED 
UNTIL TODAY... )y \ 
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Chapter 2: 


The 
Innocent 








WEED KoKsyal 


FIVE WILL COME 
ANOTHER TIME. 




















YOUR 
NEXT MISSION 
WILL REQUIRE 








YOUR SPYING 

SKILLS TOO, 

HOWEVER...HE | MADE ONLY 
tal HAS NEVER SEEN THE YAEMON COME 





BUJUTSU I'VE TRAINED ALONE FROM 











YOU INTO...NO ONE MUST SHIMOTANI 

KNOW ALREADY HOW VLA ig 
MUCH PROFICENCY 

YOU'VE ATTAINED Local 






YAEMON WILL 
COME TO PICK TODAY, TO START, 
YOU UP AND | THINK HE’LL MAKE 
GUIDE YoU. YOU VISIT AROUND 
¢ SHIMOTANI VILLAGE. 





THE VILLAGERS 
OF SHIMOTANI WILL 
THINK THAT YOU'RE 
ONLY CHILDREN WHO 
TURNED UP ONCE TO 

BE TAUGHT SPYING 
SKILLS BY YAEMON. 


IN SHIMOTANI 

VILLAGE, WHATEVER 
HAPPENS, YOU 

MUST NEVER SHOW ‘sit. 
YOUR BUJUTSU!! i i] 








(_/ 


A os Hey!! THOSE 
AREN'T THOSE 
* ne “WOMEN® LIKE 
AZUMI IS!?, 
i\ ll 
ke UE} 
é ‘ “i aa 








YOUR HAIR 























A BODY SIMILAR TO \ 
AZUMV‘S... AREN'T 












< ASS 
J | a Sy EF, 








YOU HAPHAZARDLY 
TOUCH EVEN THE 
VILLAGE GIRLS... 











WERE LIKE 
THIS ONCE. 


He’s HOLDING 
THE NIPPLE IN 

HIS MOUTH... WOMAN CHEST 
IS SOMETHING HAS SWELLED 
COMING OUT!!? UP $0 MUCH... 























Bur, 
FOR A BABY, 
IT'S STILL A 
BIT INCOM- 

PREHENSIBLE. 












































THOSE ARE 
STILL NAIVE 
BRATS!! 









INCRED- 


ONCE, THERE BLY! 


WERE MANY 
NINJA GREATLY 
ACTIVE ON 
BATTLEFIELDS 





HOWEVER... 
THE NINJA 
FROM 
SHIMOTANI 
VILLAGE 


THEYRE 
THOROUGHLY 
DEGRADING. 


— 
(rng NN 
nN 

wey 


\) 


i) 
f 
} 


MISSIONS 
IT Is. 


THAN HINDRANCES 4 


WHO KNOW ABOUT 

YOUR EXISTENCE J} 

‘AND THE ONE OF 
THIS PLACE... 





| IMPOSE 
AN IMPORTANT 
TRIAL ON YOU: 

WOMEN, 
CHILDREN, OLD 


PEOPLE, EVEN 
BABIES...ALL OF 
THE FIFTYTHREE 

PEOPLE OF 
SHIMOTANI 











WE'LL END 

UP KILLING 

FIFTYTHREE 
PEOPLE... 


THE BUJUTSU 
WE'VE DEEPLY 
STUDIED IS 
MADE OF 
ARTS TO KILL 
ENEMIES!! 


THEREFORE, LIKE GRAMPA 
SAYS, THE MISSIONS WE'RE 
GOING TO CARRY OUT FROM 
NOW ON TOO...IT’S OBVIOUS 
THAT ARE IN ORDER TO 
KILL BAD Guys!! 


KILL EACH OTHER EVEN SO, THIS IS 
| ALSO TO TEST US. 


WITH OUR BELOVED 


APTN vray “t 





THIS TIME TOO, HE'S 
TESTING US TO SEE 
IF WE CAN KILL ALL OF 
SHIMOTANI VILLAGERS 
OR NOT... 


HE SAID THAT THERE’RE EVEN 
PERSONS WHO ARE KILLED BY 
WOULD-BE AVENGERS...ALSO, 
IT MEANS THAT IF WE CAN'T 
KILL THEM ALL, WE CAN'T 
CARRY OUT MISSIONS 
FROM NOW ON. 


THEN, THAT MEANS 
THAT THE PERSONS 
WHO CAN’T CARRY OUT 
MISSIONS...HAVEN’T GOT 
THE REQUIREMENTS 
TO LIVE ON. 


BUT YOU KNOW, WHY DO WE 4 
HAVE TO KILL CHILDREN 
AND BABIES WHO ARE 
OBVIOUSLY WEAKER 





wu THE OTHER 
ADULTS DIE, WOULDN'T 
Ge) THE BABIES...END UP 
DYING ANYWAY? 


ALL OF SHIMOTANI 
VILLAGERS DEGRADED BADLY 
AND THEY'RE USELESS, 


NACHI ALSO 
ALWAYS SAID 
THAT HE WANTED 
TO LIVE UP TO 





IT TOOK TEN 
TOMORROW... YEARS...TO FINALLY 
THERE WILL BE} } RAISE THEM LP... 4 








KEEP COUNT OF HOW 
MANY YOU KILL SO 
TO NOT LET ANY 
ESCAPE DEATHI! 
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THEREFORE, 
CARRYING OUT 
VERY BIG MISSIONS 
QUALIFIES YOU 
TO LIVE. 





THE MEANING 
OF THisI?... WHAT 
Have you come & 


NG: 
i es 


Yano 
















THAT 

CUTE FACE — CLOSER 
WILL BE THAN 
PIERCEDI! THAT, 





You SHOUD << 
HAVE SEEN My p jal 
ABILITY WITH 























THIS 
MAN...DOES 
HE SERIOUSLY 
THINK THAT 
SUCH SLOW 
THINGS ARE 


TO INSTANTLY 
DEFEAT AN ENEMY, 
CUT HIS NECK!! IF 

YOU DO THAT, HE 
DIES WITHOUT EVEN 
HAVING THE TIME 
TO FEEL PAIN!! 








SOMEONE LIKE YOU 
DOES A SWORD SWING, 



































W-WHY.... 
ARE YOU SO 








YAEMON!! 
WHAT ARE 
YOU DOING, 
KILL THEM!! a 


"A'S 
DECISION IS 


SINCE Y-Y-YOU'RE 
THOUGHT TO BE 
COMPASSIONATE... 


SY 
HoH 


N 


az 
+ ie 




















WHO CAN'T KILL THEIR 
BELOVED FRIENDS OR 
CHILDREN, CAN’T GO 
TO CARRY OUT 
MISSIONS!! 








\ 
CHAPTER 4: we f 
THE INNOCENTS e q 


SLAUGHTER 





























IT SHOULD BE 
COURTESY TO LET 
AZUMI, WHO IS 
THE MOST SKILLED & 


THANK YOU 
FOR YOUR 
TEACHINGS!! 



































WATCHING,  EeeeHI! 
A. 


You FIVE \. 

HAVE LIVED 

UP TO MY 
EXPECTATIONS 
‘SPLENDIDLY!! 





WITH TODAY... 
YOU HAPPILY 
COMPLETED YOUR 
TRAINING PERIOD 
OVER A SPAN OF 
TEN YeaRs!! 





SURPRISINGLY, 
THEY WERE ALL 
JUST SLOW- 


THAT SURPASS 


THEIRS BY FAR 





WILL GO IN THE 
OUTSIDE WORLD 


AND CARRY OUT BIG 
MISSIONS THAT NO 
ONE ELSE COULD!! 





LET’s ENJOY 
OURSELVES TO 
THE FULLEST! 


You've GROWN HAPPY, 
uP SO FINELY!! YOu 





GRAMPA, WILL YOU 
STILL BE ABLE DO 
IT ALRIGHTI? ay eel 














WHERE IS 
SHE GOING!? 





THIS WAS YOUR 


ash ra GMM THE END OF THE 


TRAINING. 





HA HA HA, TODAY, YOU KNOW! 
TOYOUIN gf I As i 
YOU SHOULD || Grampa SHOWED US 


HIS PLACE!! 
T HAVE SEEN THAT DANCE AFTER 
ALONG TIMel! 












Chapter 5: 
Toward a Merciless Road 














CAN 
\y 
YS 


ne 


TALK ABOUT 
YOUR FIRST 


MISSION IN fx 


THE OUTSIDE 





TOGETHER WITH A MAN 
CALLED KATAGIRI HYOUBU, 
WHOSE UNDER HOUSE 
ARREST AT DAIGANJI, 
LIVING WITH HIS 
RETAINERS AND 


THEY'RE PEOPLE WHO 
CAN ONLY LIVE IN A 


THEY'LL PLAN AN 





INSURRECTION! === 














FUGITIVES, BRIGANDS, 
MARTIAL ARTS MASTERS 
WHOM HAVE FALLEN ON 
HARD TIMES AND SO 
ON... THEY'RE SLOWLY 
AMASSING ONE AFTER 
THE OTHER... 














im 
CONVINCED 
THAT YOUR 

ABILITIES 
EXCEL THOSE 
OF HUNDREDS 
OF SOLDIERS!! 


BUT THAT IT’S EVEN 


WILL ONLY END _ POSSIBLE 
$0 HAVE i SO, YOU FIVE UP CAUSING A THEY'LL SEND 
CONFIDENCE! | ff LARGE NUMBER SOLDIERS 
OF UNNECESSARY TO SUBDUE 
CASUALTIES. THEM, 


OH!! IT’S A : 
GIRL SELLING FISHEL SHITIMINIL! DO YOU 
} WANT ANY!? | HAVE FRESHLY i 
CAUGHT FISH AND SHIJIMIL! di 





























FROM AROUND 
HERE CHILDI? 
LL MAKE SURE 
TO BUY FROM 


FIRST, YOU 
MUST INVESTIGATE 
THEIR NUMBERS, 
WEAPONS AND 
TANEGASHIMAL! 


| DIDN'T THINK | 
COULD HAVE SOLD 


HAVEN'T 
YOU GOT 
A CUTE 
FACE... 
EH? 


CAUGHT! JUST 
CAUGHT SOME 
TIME AGO IN 
THE RIVER!! 





HEY MISTERS, HOW 
MANY OF THERE ARE YOU? 
TOMORROW I'LL BRING 
MY FRIENDS WITH ME 
TO CATCH ENOUGH FISH 
FOR ALL OF YOU TO EAT. 





AS | THOUGHT, 
| HAVE TO COME 
AGAIN, | COULDN'T 


GET THE NUMBER 





a. 


bis, 





OOOOH!! SEEING 














R AFTER 
FINISHED! HIE 


HE HE HE! 






































EVEN SERIOUS, 
YOUR TEETH... 





ARE THESE 
PERSIMMONS 

FROM YOUR 
HOUSE FIELDS, 


THERE WHILE PASSING 
FOR THAT STREET. 


ASKING!? 


THEY MUST BE 
WELL, IF THEYRE YOU DIDN'T SOME PAESANT’S 


ONLY THOSE... DO A GooD PERSIMMONS 
PRoBaBLy IT's FG THING, BUT... J FROM AROUND 


HERE. 





JUST THAT 
QUANTITY IT 


OH, MISTER, 
YOUR FACE IS 
ALL DIRTY. 


You 
SHOULD BE & 
OK WASHING 
IN THAT 
RIVER. 











IVE GOT A 
FRIEND WHO'S 


SO...YOU'LL MEET 
WITH YOUR FRIEND 
AND AFTER YOU'VE 
TALKED YOU'LL GO 

BACK, RIGHT!? 





BUT...I'VE HEARD THAT AT THAT 
TEMPLE ONLY BAD SAMURAI GATHER! 
THOSE THREE FROM BEFORE TOO... 


However, MY 

FRIEND ISN'T A 

BAD GUY, YOU 
KNOW!! 





IT Seems IN THE 


THE THING Is, | PRESENT 

Be ch \ IF MY SKILLS WORLD... 

FAVOR TO CATCH THE EVES ; IT’S HARD 
OF THE LORD AT = EVEN EATING 

DAIGANII... ENOUGH... 


See you!! LeT’s 
KEEP IT A SECRET 
THAT WE BOTH STOLE 
PERSIMMONS!! 


aan 


ae 





142 








THEREFORE, IT’S 
FINE IF WE DON’T 
KILL HIM, RIGHT!? 


)) IT’S NOT THAT! WHEN 


THAT TIME COMES, HE 
WON'T BECOME ONE 
OF THEMI! I'M SUREL! 


GRAMPA, 
IT’S TRUE. THAT 
MISTER CALLED 
RYUUTAROU IS A 
TOTALLY GOOD 


WON'T HE 
TRY TO DO 
BAD THINGS 
FROM NOW 











it 
wah 


Auaie! 





IN EVERY AGE, 
THE SUFFERINGS 
OF WAR FALL UPON 
TO THE WEAK. 


BECAUSE YOU 
WERE TOO LITTLE 
TO UNDERSTAND 


4 
y My) 


1| 
i 


\ 








THE MISSION 
TO GO DEFEAT 
THE EVIL THATS 


TRYING TO 
CAUSE WARS!! 





























WE FEAR THAT 
THE REMNATS OF 
THE TOYOTOMI 
FACTION WHO 
ARE SCATTERED 
ABOUT, WILL 
GATHER AT 


IN THAT, WE WROTE TO 
IMMEDIATELY GATHER THE 
TROOPS AT FUSHIM! SINCE 

HE DECIDED TO RISE 


ABOUT KATAGIRI HYOUBU 
AND HIS PARTY... AT 
PRESENT, HE’S FREQUENTLY 
SENDING CARRIERS WITH 
LETTERS TO HIS BOSS, 
KATOU KIYOMASA, TO 
REQUEST HE RISES TO 


S0...WE SENT TO 
KATAGIRI HYUOBU 
A FALSE LETTER 
FROM KIYOMASA, 
MIMICRING IN THE 
SLIGHTEST DETAILS 





WITHOUT DOUBT, 
HE WILL RESOLVE TO 


A CROSS THE MOUNTAINS 


TO REACH FUSHIMI. 


FINALLY...FINALLY i 
KATOU-DONO HAS 





THEY ALL APPEAR 
TO BE VETERANS... 
BUT WE WANT THAT 
NOT EVEN ONE OF 

THEM ARRIVE AT 

FusHIMI!! 





A CART WITH...LET’S 
SEE...FIFTEEN PEOPLE 
SURROUNDING IT!! 


AND THE REST INTEND TO THE CART 
PASS THROUGH THE MOUNTAIN , ON THE 
TO AVOID PuBLic eves!! 





HE'S NOT 


COME Now!! THERE... MISTER 


LET’s ANTICI- 


PATE THEM AND EATARO Ie 
ANNIMWLATE THE A h NOT IN THE 





THE GOOD MISTER 
YOU WERE TALKING 
ABOUT ISN’T IN 
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\ 
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Chapter 7: Revenge 

















PART TOO, 
YOU KNOW!! 





KEEP THEY'LL 
THEM ALL PASS 
IN MIND!! THROUGH 





GROUPDIDA 
SEARCH, AND... 











| THINK 
THEY'RE A 
{GROUP OF NINJA 
¢ FROM IGA OR 
KOUGA, PAID BY 
TOKUGAWA... 


Is THERE 
SOMEONE WHO 
HAS EXPERIENCE 
IN FIGHTING 
NINJA!? 


HONG 
A Sin 





FIRST OF ALL, WHILE 
THE SUN IS STILL HIGH, 


ON THESE KIND 
| THINK THAT WE SHOULD OF MOUNTAIN 


MOVE SOMEWHERE...SPACIOUS... ROADS, WHEN 
TO A PLACE WHERE WE CAN NIGHT COMES, 
ENGAGE THE ENEMY. WE WOULD PLAY 





I'LL SHOW 
YOU, DAMN 
NINJA! 


THE ENEMIES 
‘ARE PRETTY 
SKILLED... 


f 


THE CORPSES AT 
THE BOTTOM OF THE 
CLIFF APPEARED LIKE 
ALMOST ALL WERE 
TAKEN OUT WITH A 

SINGLE SWORD 





AND HE‘LL. 
EMPLOY 


YOU FOR 
Avot! 





AH!! MISTER 
RYUUTAROU IS 
WALKING IN 
FRONT WITH 
THE OTHERS! ff 
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ce 
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Now lM 
GONNA FIRE. 
IF YOU DON’T 
WANT TO FALL 
DOWN, FLEE 
























































: J = 
Wien hos 
dingy, = # 


SS. 








Chapter 8: 
-Ryuutaro' 


UNBELIEVABLE... 


JUST BY FOUR 





MEN WHO WENT WITH 
THE CART AND WERE 
SLAIN... WAS THAT 


BUT TO BE 
ANNIHILATED 


IT’S A GROUP OF 
ASSASSIN FROM THE 
TOKUGAWA SIDE THAT 
HAVE TRAINED EVEN 
BRATS Like THOSE! 





LISTEN!! THE 
ENEMY HAS 
SHOWED UP!! 





THEN, INSTEAD, 
IF TONIGHT WE CAMP AROUND HERE, 
AND WE WAIT FOR THE NIGHT TO DAWN, 
IT SHOULD BE SAFE TO DEPART... 


MEANING THAT 
NO MATTER HOW 
MUCH WE HURRY, 
THE SUN WILL END 


UP SETTING DOWN. 


WE ONLY HAVE 
STEEP ROADS 
THAT DETOUR 

LIKE THIS. 


DECIDE THE 





WATCHING 
GROUPS 


WHERE’RE YOU 
y PLANNING TO 
| GO, KEEPING IT 


EVEN 


YES... 
IT's STILL THOUGH | 
HARD TO SAW HER 
BELIEVE... 





AIMING AT 
US, SO SHE 
SHOULD BE 
AROUND HERE 
WITHOUT 
MISTAKE. 


LK IT’S MEEE!! 
§ RYUUTARO- 
i YUU! 











HAVE YOU 
GOTTEN AWAY 
FROM YOUR 


| WANT TO 


f) KNOW MORE 
R ABOUT A CHILD fi 


LIKE YOU. 


THIS CUTE = THIS. 





IVE ALWAYS 
CALLED HIM 
“GRAMPA’! 


MISTER, | BEG 
YOU, DON’T 
DO THAT! 


| GREW UP WHILE 
ALWAYS TRAINING 
IN ORDER TO CARRY 

OUT MISSIONS!! 


KILLING BAD 
GUYS TRYING TO 
CAUSE WARS IS 

OUR MISSION! 





LIKE YOU, 
MUST CARRY = AZUMI... 


OUT SUCH A 
MISSION? 


THAT'S WHY 
THE HUMAN 
BEINGS WHO 
CAN’T CARRY 
OUT MISSIONS 
HAVE GOT NO 
RIGHTS TO 
LIVE ON!! 


V'LL CARRY OUT A LOT 
OF BIG MISSIONS EVEN 
FOR MY COMRADES!! 


HUMAN BEING IS 
BORN IN ORDER TO 
BE USEFUL IN THE 

WORLD CARRYING 

OUT MISSIONS, 

RIGHT!? 


) 


AMON 














PRESENT, TOKUGAWA 
BUT YOU KNOW, IT’S 





KILLING 
KATAGIRI 
HYOUBU 
TOO, 
RIGHT!? 










WHEN A WAR 
HAPPENS, A LOT 
OF HELPLESS 
CHILDREN 
PoP up! 








SHE'S TRYING 
TO CARRY OUT 
HER MISSION 
RISKING HER 
LIFE, RIGHT? 


L...COULDN’T 
OBJECT TO WHAT 
THIS CHILD SAID... 


USELess THIS IS THE WORLD 

FOR THE OUR BITTER ENEMY 

WORLD... TOKUGAWA IS GOVERN- 
ING... IF A PEACEFUL 


HUMAN BEINGS 
WHO AREN'T 
USEFUL FOR THE 
WORLD... HAVE NO 
RIGHT TO LIVE 
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‘SHE'S A SKILLED Don'T 

ASSASSIN WHO'S THINK THIS. 
AIMING AT THE LIFE 

OF OUR LORD!! 


UNDERESTIMATE 
Me!! IT COULD BE 
YOU THE ONE WHO 


CHILDREN WILL 
SURE GO TO 
KILL LORD 
KATAGIRI!! 


Stop iri! | 
DON’T WANT TO 
KILL MISTER 
RYUUTARO’S 
FRIEND! 


Stop IT! 1 
DON’T WANT TO 
KILL MISTER’S 





WAY OF LIFE... 
IS TO PROTECT 

































































WHERE DID 
SHE Gol? WE 
HAVE TO DECIDE 
ON THE PLAN... 


“Azumi” Volume 1 - End - 
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